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here. There was the Sykes-Picot agreement, for in-
stance. There had been more intensive work upon that
than on any other single subject which was brought be-
fore the Paris Conference for settlement, but it was the
one subject which the British delegation at Paris was for-
bidden so much as to mention during the whole of the
first four, almost five months of the Conference. No
meeting of the Near Eastern Commission of the Confer-
ence was allowed to be held." (Parliamentary Debates,
House of Commons, vol. 152, page 1040.);
The outstanding wartime agreements, of which only
the secret Treaty of London of April 26,1915, was made
officially public before November, 1918, are reproduced
in part in the Select Documents. A knowledge of their
contents is essential for understanding subsequent hap-
penings. All the schemes for the partition of Asia Minor
entered into by the Allies during wartime naturally were
great obstacles when it came to the settlement of the
Adriatic as well as the Eastern question. The Sykes-
Picot Agreement between France, Great Britain, and
Russia (Select Document 5), and the St. Jean de Mau-
rienne Agreement between France, Great Britain, and
Italy (Select Document 9) were especial sources of diffi-
culty. A British delegate at the Paris Peace Conference,
Professor Toynbee, in "The Western Question in Greece
and Turkey," writes bluntly when he characterizes the
underlying motives of the Allies as "covetousness," add-
ing that "it resulted, likely, in nothing more substan-
tial than the precarious honor among thieves who find
their business threatened by a vigorous and talented
competitor. Some of the thieves, at any rate, never got
out of the habit of picking their temporary partner's
pockets, "j
|This Was the situation at the Paris Conference on
May 15, 1919, when the Greek forces landed in Smyrna
were the mainspring for the Nationalist Movement

